
 

 

Summer Enrichment Activities 
English 2 – Westside High School (2020-2021) 

This summer may be filled with uncertainty and strife, but in those times it is important to pull strength and 

inspiration from the stories of others. This assignment aims to remind you that inspiration can be found 

anywhere, especially in the stories of extraordinary, real people, in an effort to build empathy for those that 

have experienced life a little differently than you.  So, first, you are to choose a memoir (pronounced “MEM-

war”) — an autobiographical story in which the author describes events from his or her life and the lessons he 

or she learned from them.  The memoir is a fascinating genre because anyone can write a memoir: athletes, 

actors, musicians, artists, dancers, activists, scientists, online content creators (i.e. YouTubers), and many 

more.  Below, we’ve provided a list of popular and powerful memoirs, but feel free to choose any memoir that 

interests you.  During and/or after your reading, complete TWO of the three assignments below.  (Yes, you 

may use the same memoir for both assignments!)  

 

Figurative Language Presentation:  Create a PowerPoint or Google Slide presentation that outlines your top 

ten favorite lines from the book that contain figurative language (i.e. simile, metaphor, personification, 

imagery, hyperbole, allusion, etc.).   

Each slide will feature a new line, image, and a brief explanation of what it means.  Each page must contain: 

● The line from the text that contains figurative language 

● Visual picture or video that illustrates the figurative element 

● Identification (label it!) of the literary device used (i.e. personification, imagery, metaphor, simile, etc.) 

● 2-4 sentence explanation of the effect this language choice has on the reader (what does it do for us?) 

Figurative Language Presentation Template 

 

Persuasive Essay: In a typed essay of at least 350 words, take a stance (for or against) an argument or opinion 

made within your memoir of choice. As you read the memoir, look out for expressions of opinion or belief that 

you feel you could write a compelling argument either for or against. Support your argument with at least two 

pieces of evidence.  

Your essay must include: 

● A brief introduction that explains the author’s opinion and a brief statement regarding your position on 

their opinion 

● Two body paragraphs with at least ONE piece of evidence that proves your stance.  

○ One piece of evidence should be from current or historical events 

○ Your second piece of evidence can be anecdotal (from your own life experience) 

● A conclusion that restates your stance and explains what the reader should think or do based on your 

evidence  

Persuasive Essay Outline Link 

 

Recreation Poetry Assignment:  After reading your memoir, choose a favorite page to have a friend, parent, 

sibling, etc read aloud to you. As they read, type (or write down) at least 10 words or short phrases (no more 

than 3 words long) that stand out to you. Then, use those 10 words or phrases in a poem of your own. 

Underline the 10  words or phrases within your own poem.  Then, in a paragraph of at least 200 words, explain 

how your poem compares thematically to the memoir.  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CX_WB66rCOGtnbBcHXEcwJQHjY45kJVpAz0s074Y3cg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BdOw-874vLYnKJePakNKUS1_ilEXZEDHLV7gZLmfYSQ/edit?usp=sharing


 

Some Memoir Suggestions 

 

Becoming – Michelle Obama 

Born a Crime – Trevor Noah 

Persepolis – Marjane Satrapi 

Night – Elie Wiesel 

You’re Never Weird on the Internet – Felicia Day 

When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir – Patrisse Khan-Cullors and Asha Bandele 

Single State of Mind – Andi Dorfman 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier – Ishmael Beah  

Yes Please – Amy Poehler 

Bossypants – Tina Fey 

A Place to Stand – Jimmy Santiago Baca 

Why Soccer Matters – Pelé and Brian Winter 

My Life – Magic Johnson 
Silent Gesture – Tommie Smith and David Steele 
On the Line – Serena Williams and Daniel Paisner 
Breaking the Surface – Greg Louganis and Eric Marcus 
Jesse – Jesse Owens and Paul Neimark 
Off Balance – Dominique Moceanu and Teri Williams 
In the Water They Can’t See You Cry – Amanda Beard and Rebecca Paley 
Men We Reaped- Jesmyn Ward 
Educated-Tara Westover 
I am Malala- Malala Yousafzai 
 
 
 
Some of these memoirs are available for free online, and others are available for free using the Houston Public 
Library’s online resources.  If you have an HISD student ID, you should be able to log in to the HPL and check 
out books. 
 
Alternatively, any of these can be purchased on Amazon.  Remember, you do NOT have to choose from the list 
above. These are only suggestions.  
 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us! 
 
Kayla Harvey:  kayla.harvey@houstonisd.org  
Samantha Henderson: samantha.henderson@houstonisd.org 
Graciela Rodriguez: graciela.rodriguez2@houstonisd.org  
Ruma Roy: ruma.roy@houstonisd.org  
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